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surroundings could^be guarded against, and almost anything
would be an improvement on what we have. One of the great-
est evils of our time is party despotism and intolerance. Gree-
ley's nomination is a bomb-shell which seems likely to blow up
both parties. This will be an immense gain. Most of the cor-
ruptions in government are made possible through party tyr-
anny. Members of the Senate are daily coerced into voting
contrary to their convictions through party pressure. A notable
instance of this was the vote on the impeachment of Johnson,
and matters in this respect have not improved since. If by
Greeley's election we could break up the present corrupt organ-
izations, it would enable the people at the end of four years to
elect a President with a view to his fitness instead of having
one put upon them by a vote of political bummers acting in
the name of party.

Having favored the Cincinnati movement and Greeley hav-
ing received the nomination, I see no course left but to try to
elect him, and endeavor to surround him, as far as possible,
with honest men. Greeley had a good deal of strength among
the people and was strong in the convention outside of bargain
or arrangement. Many voted for him as their first choice, and
in Illinois I feel confident he is a stronger candidate than Adams

would have been.

LTMAN TRUMBXJLL.

Sumner, although urged by many of his warmest
friends both before and after the convention, including
Frank Bird, Samuel Bowles, and Greeley himself
(through Whitelaw Reid), to declare his position, did
not break silence until May 31, when he made his great
speech against Grant. The speech remains a true cata-
logue of the shortcomings of Grant as a civil administra-
tor up to that time. All his sins of omission and of com-
mission were there set forth in orderly array, together
with the proofs. Sumner thus spared future historians a
deal of trouble in searching the records, but the speech
was not very effective in the way of changing votes.
Sumner sometimes mistook himself for a modern Ciceroten imposed upon by those about him. This
